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5——standing for the Right [p. 17
Even men such as Martin Luther, the
great Reformer, struggled with their
faith. No matter who we are, God has
the ability to reform us into spiritual
giants to accomplish His grand pur-

poses.
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we try to pre

But acknowledging their existence and
God’s power over them can make all
the difference!

22—Two Witnesses [p. 33]

A witness is someone who testifies to
what they have seen and heard. Two
witnesses give even greater clarity.
What impact have the witnesses of
God’s Word made in your life?

29—Lift Up Your Head [p. 37]
Walking with our heads down can
make it so we can’t see clearly

enough, and we could run into some-
thing! How much more important is it
to lift our heads to see spiritual things?
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the same hope that it offers us today.

26-—The Imprisonment of Truth

[p. 53]
The Sabbath has always been con-
troversial. And if you are a Sabbath-
keeper, then sometime in your life
you’re bound to have this belief chal-
lenged. But what is the best defense?

ien hael is 0 :
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LESSON 1

CORNERSTONECONMECTIONS

JULY042026

Scripture Story: Matthew 24; 2 Timothy 3:12.
Commentary: The Great Controversy (or Love Under Fire),
chapters 1, 2.

o

a high price for'faith

. a\V/4 ;
(9 text
“Who then is the faithful and wise
servant, whom the master has

put in charge of the servants in

“The mysterious providence which permits the righteous to suffer persecution at the his household to give them their

hand of the wicked has been a cause of great perplexity to many who are weak in food at the proper time? It will

faith. Some are even ready to cast away their confidence in God. . .. God has given be good for that servant whose
master finds him doing so when

he returns.”

us sufficient evidence of His love, and we are not to doubt His goodness because we
cannot understand the workings of His providence. . . . Jesus suffered for us more

than any of His followers can be made to suffer through the cruelty of wicked men”
(The Great Controversy, p. 47). (Matthew 24:45, 46, NIV)
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Look at the list below and put each item in order of what is

most important to you. Which would you be willing to die for?

___Theological doctrines

__Your personal faith

___Your family

__ Your friends

__ Your civil rights

__ Your country

___Someone else’s rights

___ Stopping the suffering of anather person
Which things top your personal list and

why? Which things would you not be willing to

die for?

did you
know?

known to the early Christians
does not exist in North Amer-
ica today. We oftentimes think
of ourselves as persecuted
when someone disagrees with us or declines
to give us a job if we aren't able to work on
Sabbath. (That's more accurately described
as religious discrimination.) But the kind of
persecution that the early believers endured was
different. They faced death—
horrible, brutal deaths.
In other parts of the world
Christians still face persecu-
tion in its truest sense. They
D risk their lives and the lives
of their families in order to
worship God. They are willing
to die in order to follow the law
of God. Now, that is devotion!
(To see what the Adventist Church is
doing to fight religious discrimination and
persecution, visit http://parl.gc.adventist.org.)
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punch lines

“Call on me in the day of trouble; T will deliver you, and you will honor me”
(Psalm 50:15, NIV).

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil,
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me”
(Psalm 23:4, N1V).

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faith-
ful servants” (Psalm 116:15, NIV).

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine
or nakedness or danger or sword?” (Romans
8:35, NIV).

“Do not be afraid of what you are about to

suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of

you in prison to test you, and you will suffer

persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even

to the point of death, and I will give you

life as your victor's crown” (Revelation
2:10, NIV).
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“The sufferings which they
endured brought Christians
nearer to one another and to
their Redeemer."”—kilen G. White, The Great
Controversy, p. 42
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connecting life

the end of Matthew 24 Jesus tells a parable
about a master who goes away and leaves
a servant in charge of feeding the other
servants. When the master returns, it will be
good for the servant who is found doing just
as he was told to do.

Identify three things that you believe God
wants you to be doing right now in your life.
They don't have to be anything monumental.
The servant in the parable was left in charge
of the menu plan! Now look at those three
things. What is important about them? How
dedicated are you to doing those things,
even if it gets difficult?

Tuesday
Read Revelation 2:10.
L ook through a newspaper or an online
news source today and note all the sto-
ries about suffering. What sorts of stories
do you see? Why good people suffer is a
question people have wrestled with since
the beginning of time. For each story of suf-
fering you find, think about how God might
be working in the lives of the people experi-
encing such hard times. Refer back to yes-
terday’s Key Text. What might God be asking
you to do to care for the people around you?

Wednesday
Read Romans 8:35.
hinking about what the early Christians
endured is pretty unsettling. It isn't typi-
cal human nature to face death on principle.
Look at each of the Punch Lines texts. Beside
each one write down the hope that it offers.
Where do you think the early Christians got
their strength to face death for their faith?
What could God's presence with them have
done to turn a horrific nightmare into a
heroic stand?

G\is week’s reading* )

The Great Controversy (or Love
Under Fire), chapters 1, 2.

*LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-
troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URIF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict

of the Ages Series each year. j
N
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LESSON 2

CORNERSTONECONMECTIONS

JULY112026

Scripture Story: Daniel 7:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-7; Revela-
tion 12:6.
Commentary: The Great Controversy (or Love Under fire),
chapters 3, 4.

the Bible andyou

- o\ -
(5 text
“For the secret power of lawless-

ness is already at work; but the

one who now holds it back will
“Satan well knew that the Holy Scriptures would enable men to discern his deceptions
continue to do so till he is taken
and withstand his power. It was by the Word that even the Savior of the world had
out of the way."”
resisted his attacks. At every assault, Christ presented the shield of eternal truth, say-

ing, 't is written'” (The Great Controversy, p. 51). (2 Thessalonians 2:7, NIV)

(2]
o
-
=]
o
-
(%]
-
(=]
=]
(-]
(2]
o
=]
=]
m
(2]
-
o
=]
(%]

©




(7]
<
(=]
-
(%]
]
c
(=
(=]
(%]
(-4
[
o
-
wn
S
(4}
<
-
(=]
(S

o

Answer these questions as quickly as you can:
1. Where is your Bible right now?

2. When did you last read your Bible?

3. What is your favorite Bible passage?

4. How much would you sell your Bible for if you were
offered cash right now?

did you
know?

the printing press, it took
a skilled writer about 10
months to produce a copy
of the Bible. Anyone who
wanted a Bible must wait almost a year
to receive their purchase. In today's stan-
dards, the writer would be paid at the rate
of any other skilled laborer, possibly $15-$20
per hour. If that laborer worked five days a
week, eight hours a day, that would make your
Bible cost $24,000!
But wait . . . we aren't considering the cost
of keeping a business open. A business never
charges you only the fee to pay the
basic salary of the employee
who is working on your
Bible. The fee is much higher
to compensate for electricity,
taxes, office space, etc. When
D you get your car fixed, you
don't pay the $20/hr for the
mechanic; you pay $50-$75/hr
to cover all of the other costs as
well. If we apply that to your Bible, it
could cost as much as $96,000!
(https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/
library/article/id/615/how-much-is-bible-worth-
to-you.htm, accessed July 16, 2025.)




punch lines

“Don’t suppose for a minute that I have come to demolish the Scriptures—
either God's Law or the Prophets. I'm not here to demolish but to complete.
Iam going to put it all together, pull it all together in a vast panorama.
God's Law is more real and lasting than the stars in the sky and the
ground at your feet. Long after stars burn out and earth wears
out, God's Law will be alive and working” (Matthew 5:17,

18, The Message).

“You are to have the same law for the foreigner and
the native-born. I am the Lord your God” (Leviticus
24:22, NIV).

“Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my
laws, and you will live safely in the land. Then
the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat
your fill and live there in safety” (Leviticus
25:18, 19, NIV).

“By your words I can see where I'm
going; they throw a beam of light on
my dark path” (Psalm 119:105, The
Message).

“In like manner He had
established His law, the
foundation of His government
in heaven and upon earth. The

arm of man might reach his fel-
low men and destroy their lives; but
that arm could as readily uproot the
mountains from their foundations, and
hurl them into the sea, as it could change
one precept of the law of Jehovah, or blot
out one of His promises to those who do His will.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 66
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connecting life

4. The Bible is too complicated to be under-
stood by regular people and must be read
only by religious leaders.

Do you even like that kind of God?

Monday
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:7.

he Key Text refers to the “secret power

of lawlessness” that was already at work
right after Jesus left earth to go to heaven.
How has the idea that God's law no lon-
ger matters been insinuated into our lives
today? The idea that “rules were made to be
broken” is a very dangerous one. Watch the
news tonight. Make a list of every “broken
rule” that you can see throughout the pro-
gram. Look at them separately and see how
innocent they look, and then consider the
repercussions. What ways do you think you
can assert your independence and unique
perspective without going against the law
of God?
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Tuesday
Read Psalm 31:24.
llen White points out in Flashlight that
Jesus used the Scriptures to fight off the
temptations of the devil. Sometimes we think
of the devil's temptations as obvious, such as
stealing something or killing someone. How-
ever, the devil is smarter than that. He comes
at us with fear, despondency, loneliness, and
rage. The Bible is not a book of rules; it's a
book of promises and hope, and the devil
doesn't want us to have access to its power.

N

G\is week’s reading* b

Start a journal today, writing down every The Great Controversy (or Love
promise that you find in the Bible. Look back Under Fire), chapters 3, 4.

on it often. Memorize the verses that have
special meaning to you. Next time you feel *LoveUnderFireis aspecial adaptation of The Great Con-

troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate

and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at

http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191

/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books

#.URIhF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading

plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict
@he Ages Series each year.

like the world is against you, pull out your
Bible and your journal, and see what a dif-
ference God's Word makes in difficult times!
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flash

“The character of Wycliffe is a testimony to the educating, transforming power of the
Holy Scriptures. It was the Bible that made him what he was. The effort to grasp the
great truths of revelation imparts freshness and vigor to all the faculties. It expands
the mind, sharpens the perceptions, and ripens the judgment. The study of the Bible
will ennable every thought, feeling, and aspiration as no other study can. It gives
stability of purpose, patience, courage, and fortitude; it refines the character and

sanctifies the soul” (The Great Controversy, p. 94).

L CORNERSTONECOMNMECTIONS

JULY1282026
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Chooseawallintheroom. The far right-hand side of the wall

represents the answer “One hundred percent absolutely YES!"”

The far left side of the wall represents the answer “One hun-

dred percent absolutely, unequivocally NO!" Respond to

the following statements by standing somewhere along

the continuum of the wall to reflect your answer.

When people read the Bible, they should—

* believe and follow what it says.

+ believe and follow what their pastor tells them
it means.

+ study carefully and then obey the teachings
that are clear.

+ look for principles rather than rules.

did you
know?

does not come from its unpar-
alleled political, cultural, and
social influence, but from its
source and its subject matter. It
is God's revelation of the unique God-man:
the Son of God, Jesus Christ—the Savior of the
world"” (Seventh-day Adventists Believe, p. 11).
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punch lines

“Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night,
so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be
prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:8,

9, NIV).

“Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when

the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your

ground, and after you have done everything, to

stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buck-

led around your waist, with the breastplate of

righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted

with the readiness that comes from the gospel

of peace. In addition to all this, take up the

shield of faith, with which you can extinguish

all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take

the helmet of salvation and the sword of

the Spirit, which is the word of God. And

pray in the Spirit on all occasions with

all kinds of prayers and requests. With

this in mind, be alert and always keep

on praying for all the Lord's people”
(Ephesians 6:13-18, NIV).

“Blessed rather are those who hear
the word of God and obey it" (Luke
11:28, NIV).

“The maxim that the pre-
cepts of Scripture, conveyed
through the understanding, are
to rule the conscience; in other
words, that God speaking in the Bible,
and not the church speaking through
the priesthood, is the one infallible guide.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 102
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connecting life

can be our light to show us the way ahead
so we won't stumble as we walk. It reveals
the entangling roots of false values and
philosophies. Study the Bible so you will be
able to see your way clear enough to stay on
the right path.”?

Tuesday

Read 1 John 2:5.

c ompare and contrast Ellen White's state-
ment in the Fashlight section with this

quotation:

“In the Bible are found the only safe prin-
ciples of action. It is a transcript of the will
of God, an expression of divine wisdom. It
opens to man’s understanding the great
problems of life, and to all who heed its
precepts it will prove an unerring guide,
keeping them from wasting their lives in
misdirected effort” (The Acts of the Apostles,
p. 506).
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Wednesday
R ead the Punch Lines. Compile the com-
mands included in the verses by writing
the top 10 commandments found in Joshua
(] 1:8, 9; Luke 11:28; and Ephesians 6:13-18.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10 Vi , _—
this week'’s reading
ThurSday The Great Controversy (or Love
Read 1 Timothy 4:12. Under Fire), chapters 5, 6.

M3 A GIEHSS & Elel © Q1 119 *LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-

Great Controversy, reflect on the main troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
characters of the chapters. Ask yourself: and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
* What do I most admire about John http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191

Wycliffe? Why? /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict

of the Ages Series each year. j
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LESSON 4

5"2) CORNERSTONECOIIN

ECTIONS

flash

“The fear of the Lord dwelt in the heart of Luther, enabling him to maintain his stead-
fastness of purpose and leading him to deep humility before God. He had an abiding
sense of his dependence upon divine aid, and he did not fail to begin each day with
prayer, while his heart was continually breathing a petition for guidance and support.

To pray well," he often said, ‘is the better half of study” (The Great Controversy, p. 122).

JULY252026
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Conduct a survey asking respondents what percentage
(0-100) of truth they would ascribe to each statement. Invite
your friends to conduct the survey as well. Calculate the aver-
age for each answer. Compare and discuss your findings
with your friends’ results.
What percentage of truth would you give to
each statement?
___There is no absolute truth.
_ We can get to heaven through an equal
combination of faith and works.
__ Christianity is a cause worth dying for.
____The Bible contains mistakes, but it is still
the Word of God.
___ People are better Christians today
than they were in the past.

did you
know?

married, neither he
nor his bride, Kath-
erine von Bora, felt
“in love.” Katherine
was still getting over a broken engagement
to a man she truly loved. Martin admitted,
“I am not ‘in love’ or burning with desire.”
Yet their love for one another and for others
flourished throughout their 20-year marriage.
They regularly tookin so many sickand dying peo-
ple, their house had to be quarantined
long after the plague of 1527
ended. In 1541 a transient
woman came to their home.
Martin and Katherine fed and
housed her, only to discover
D she had lied and stolen. Even
on his wedding night, Luther
couldn't refuse a person in need.
At 11:00 p.m., after all the guests had
left, Radical Reformer Andreas Karlstadt
knocked at the door. Largely because Luther
fiercely opposed him, Karlstadt had fled town. But
now, when Karlstadt was fleeing the Peasants' War and
needed shelter, Luther took him in.!




punch lines

“See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright—Dbut the righ-
teous person will live by his faithfulness” (Habakkuk 2:4, NIV).

“For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the
ignorant talk of foolish people” (1 Peter 2:15, NIV).

“An honest witness tells the truth, but a false witness
tells lies” (Proverbs 12:17, NIV).

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins
may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may
come from the Lord” (Acts 3:19, NIV).

“Do you see what this means—all these pio-

neers who blazed the way, all these veterans

cheering us on? It means we'd better get on

with it. Strip down, start running—and never

quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins.

Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began

and finished this race we're in. Study

how he did it. Because he never lost

sight of where he was headed—that

exhilarating finish in and with God—he

could put up with anything along the

way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now

he's there, in the place of honor, right

alongside God. When you find your-

selves flagging in your faith, go over

that story again, item by item, that long

litany of hostility he plowed through.

That will shoot adrenaline into your

souls!” (Hebrews 12:1-3, The Mes-
sage).

“The spirit of the world is
no more in harmony with the
spirit of Christ today than in earlier
times, and those who preach the Word
of God in its purity will be received with no
greater favor now than then.”—cien G. white, The
Great Controversy, p. 144
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connecting life

Grecu yelled, “Enough! We know you have
been communicating in code with the other
prisoners. We want to know exactly what
you have said. Here is some paper for you to
write your confession.

Richard knew anything he wrote could and
likely would be twisted and used as evidence
that he was a spy.

This is what he finally wrote: “T am a dis-
ciple of Christ, who has given us love for our
enemies. I have never spoken against the
Communists. T understand them and pray for
their conversion so that they will become my
brothers in faith.”

The guard's heart was touched, and Rich-
ard's confession led to many discussions
about Jesus and the meaning of life.

No matter where you are, your testimony is
a powerful witness of Christ's love. Trust Him
whatever your circumstances are. He is there
for you and will use you to help others.?

What does it mean to you to have faith?
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Tuesday

Read Habakkuk 2:4.

c ompare and contrast Ellen White's state-
ment in the Fashlight section with this

text: “See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires

are not upright—but the righteous person

will live by his faithfulness” (Habakkuk 2:4,

NIV) G‘lis week'’s reading* \

The Great Controversy (or Love
Under Fire), chapters 7, 8.

*LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-

WedNESday troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
hoose one of the Punch Lines and incor- and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
porate it into a morning and evening http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191

prayer to use this week to begin and end /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books

your day. #.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading

plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict
of the Ages Series each year.
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LESSON 5

5 CORNERSTONECOMNMNECTIONS

AUGUST012026

flash

“The heavenly Teacher passed by the great men of the earth, the titled and wealthy,
who were accustomed to receive praise and homage as leaders of the people. They
were so proud and self-confident in their boasted superiority that they could not
be molded to sympathize with their fellow men and to become colaborers with the
humble Man of Nazareth. . . . The leading Reformers were men from humble life. . . .
Itis God's plan to employ humble instruments to accomplish great results” (The Great

Controversy, p. 171).
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Circle the names of the following individuals that you think
are prideful. Discuss with your friends how you think their pride
is shown.

Regan mocks anyone who can't understand algebra as

well as he can.

Elizabeth wants everything in her life to be per-
fect—and complains when nothing goes right.
Rafael refuses to apply himself in schoal, ignoring
advice from his parents, teachers, and pastor.
Natalie ignores her friends whenever there
is something she thinks is more fun or
important.

Your coach ignores the feedback that you
and your teammates try to give him.

Rachael displays her straight-A report
card on the refrigerator door.

Carly is always showing off her latest
electronic gadget.

did you
know?

Irich Zwingli enjoyed music
and played many instruments,
including the violin, harp, flute,
dulcimer, and hunting horn. He
would entertain the kids in his
congregation on his lute and was so well-known
for his playing that his enemies
mocked him as “the evangeli-

cal lute-player and fifer.”
Although  Zwingli's hymns
were not intended for music
D to be used in worship ser-

vices, they were published in
some sixteenth-century hym-
nals.!




punch lines

“Whoever slanders their neighbor in secret, I will put to silence; whoever has
haughty eyes and a proud heart, I will not tolerate” (Psalm 101:5, NIV).

“The Lord preserves those who are true to him, but the proud he
pays back in full” (Psalm 31:23, NIV).

“The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this:
They will not go unpunished” (Proverbs 16:5, NIV).

“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit
before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18, NIV).

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5, KJV).

“The glory will not be given

to men, but to Him who

works through them to will and

to do of His own good pleasure.”
—eEllen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 171
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connecting life

Ellen White quoting Martin Luther: “May God
of His mercy preserve me from a church in
which there are none but saints. I desire to
dwell with the humble, the feeble, the sick,
who know and feel their sins, and who groan
and cry continually to God from the bottom
of their hearts to obtain His consolation and
support” (The Great Controversy, p. 191).

“The contrast between the disciples of the
gospel and the upholders of popish super-
stition was no less manifest in the ranks of
scholars than among the common people.
‘Opposed to the old champions of the hier-
archy, who had neglected the study of lan-
guages and the cultivation of literature, . . .
were generous-minded youth, devoted to
study, investigating Scripture, and familiar-
izing themselves with the masterpieces of
antiquity. Possessing an active mind, an
elevated soul, and intrepid heart, these
young men soon acquired such knowledge
that for a long period none could compete
with them. . . . Accordingly, when these
youthful defenders of the Reformation met
the Romish doctors in any assembly, they
attacked them with such ease and confi-
dence that these ignorant men hesitated,
became embarrassed, and fell into a con-
tempt merited in the eyes of all” (The Great
Controversy, pp. 195, 196).
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Wednesday
Read Psalm 31:23.
ist the advantages of living with a hum-
ble spirit next to the disadvantages of
living with a prideful spirit.

G\is week's reading* )

The Great Controversy (or Love
Under Fire), chapters 9, 10.

Advantages Disadvantages
of humility of pride

*LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-
troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict
@he Ages Series each year.
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flash

“The reformed princes had determined upon having a statement of their views in sys-
tematic form, with the evidence from the Scriptures, to present before the Diet; and the
task of its preparation was committed to Luther, Melanchthon, and their associates. . . .
The Reformers were solicitous that their cause should not be confounded with political
questions; they felt that the Reformation should exercise no other influence than that

which proceeds from the word of God” (The Great Controversy, p. 206).




Look at the situations below. For each one, decide whether
it is appropriate to go with public opinion or with your personal
belief.

+ Most people you know think that a particular guy is
creepy and possibly dangerous. You don't really
see it. He asks you to get together with him one
evening.

* You have been invited to a party. You are excited
to go until you hear that alcohol may be
served. All your friends say, “It's no big deal.
Just don't drink any.”

*You don't really like a particular style of
music, but all of your friends love it. They
want you to go along to a concert.

« A group of fellow students are angry at

a teacher for giving them low grades.
You like the teacher and think that they
aren't being fair; however, they seem to
feel very strongly about their position.
Do you say something?

did you
know?

faith and practice rises from its
origin. Its writers viewed the Bible
as distinct from other literature.
They referred to it as "Holy Scrip-
tures' (Romans 1:2), ‘sacred writings'
(2 Timothy 3:15, RSV), and the
‘oracles of God' (Romans
3:2; Hebrews 5:12).
The uniqueness of the
Scriptures is based on their
D origin and source. The Bible
writers claimed they did
not originate their messages
but received them from divine
sources. It was through divine revela-
tion that they were able ‘to see’ the truths
they passed on (see Isaiah 1:1; Amos 1:1; Micah
1:1; Habakkuk 1:1; Jeremiah 38:21)" (Seventh-day
Adventists Believe, p. 13).
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punch lines

“The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. T will make a helper
suitable for him” (Genesis 2:18, NIV).

“When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back

this answer: ‘Do not think that because you are in the king's

house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain

silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will

arise from another place, but you and your father's family

will perish. And who knows but that you have come to

your royal position for such a time as this?" (Esther
4:12-14, NIV).

“Pointing to his disciples, he said, 'Here are

my mother and my brothers. For whoever does

the will of my Father in heaven is my brother

and sister and mother” (Matthew 12:49,
50, NIV).

“A time is coming and in fact has come
when you will be scattered, each to your
own home. You will leave me all alone.
Yet I'am not alone, for my Father is with
me” (John 16:32, NIV).

“God sets the lonely in families”
(Psalm 68:6, NIV).

“These faithful men ac-

knowledged an authority

above that of earthly rulers.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 202
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connecting life

are we supposed to obey? When Peter was
told to stop preaching, he declared that “We
must obey God rather than men!” Have you
ever had an experience where an authority
figure was telling you to do something that
you felt was wrong? How did you handle it?
How do you wish you had handled it?

Tuesday
Read Matthew 22:21.
I n the Flashlight excerpt some reformed
princes who had accepted the Protestant
faith drew up a document describing their
beliefs to be brought before the Diet (a com-
mittee of Catholic officials) to gain the right
to worship as they believed they should.
These were powerful men who could have
mustered up armies to support their cause,
but, they didn't. They refused to use violence,
and they refused to get involved in political
questions. They believed that the “Reforma-
tion should exercise no other influence than
that which proceeds from the Word of God.”
They respected the existing authorities as
much as they could but, ultimately, they
obeyed God. In what ways can you show
your support of the authority figures you
encounter? Get some practice: How would
you respectfully disagree with an authority
figure in your life?
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Wednesday
Read Matthew 12:49, 50. G‘is week's reading* \

ake a list of the social groups that you
belong to. You might list groups such The Great Controversy (or Love

as your family, your school, your church, or Under Fire), chapters 1,12

your job. Out of these groups, place an X *LoveUnderfireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-

beside the ones that you chose to belong troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Fstate
to. How important are these social groups and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
to you? Which group is the most important http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
to you? /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books

#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict
of the Ages Series each year.
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flash

“The rage of the persecutors was equaled by the faith of the martyrs. Not only men
but delicate women and young maidens displayed unflinching courage. ‘Wives would
take their stand by their husband's stake, and while he was enduring the fire they
would whisper words of solace, or sing psalms to cheer him" (The Great Controversy,

. 240).
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Take the following true-false (T/F) quiz to test your knowl-

edge about the persecution of Christians.

T/F Those who live godly lives in Christ Jesus can expect to
be persecuted.

T/F King David asked God for permission to avenge
those who persecuted him.

T/F The prophet Jeremiah understood that others
rebuked him for God's glory.

T/F Jesus taught that whoever is persecuted for
righteousness’ sake is blessed.

T/F As a result of persecution, the gospel
was spread.

T/F Through a parable Christ explained
that some believers would endure
for a time, but when trouble comes,
they fall away.

did you
know?

places all over the world
where people are killed or
imprisoned for declaring
themselves as Christ's follow-
ers. To many of us who are privileged to live
in countries that do not persecute Christians,
we don't necessarily think about our freedom
as much as we probably should. We're just
used to it. Often when we think of persecution,
we conjure up images of burning stakes,
lions, and the Amphitheatre.
But no matter how foreign
it all sounds, it's as real now
in some countries as it was
centuries ago. Whether it's a
D Chinese man who chooses to
become a Christian, a North
Korean who smuggles Bibles,
or an African woman who takes
care of her two nephews because
their father and mother were martyred
for their belief in Jesus Christ, Christians all
over the world are jailed, murdered, and executed
for their faith.




punch lines

“While he lived on earth, anticipating death, Jesus cried out in pain and wept
in sorrow as he offered up priestly prayers to God. Because he honored
God, God answered him. Though he was God's Son, he learned
trusting-obedience by what he suffered, just as we do. Then, hav-
ing arrived at the full stature of his maturity and having been
announced by God as high priest in the order of Melchizedek,
he became the source of eternal salvation to all who believ-
ingly obey him” (Hebrews 5:7-10, The Message).

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he
would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was
going” (Hebrews 11:8, NIV).

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and
sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing
of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything” (James 1:2-4, NIV).

“We ought always to thank God for
you, brothers and sisters, and rightly
S0, because your faith is growing more
and more, and the love all of you have
for one anather is increasing. Therefore,
among God's churches we boast about
your perseverance and faith in all the
persecutions and trials you are enduring”
(2 Thessalonians 1:3, 4, NIV).

“And we know that in all things God

works for the good of those who love

him, who have been called according to
his purpose” (Romans 8:28, NIV).

“God was with His people, and

persecution could not prevail to
silence their testimony.”—lien G. white, The Great
Controversy, p. 252.
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connecting life

“for” all circumstances. This small difference
in prepositions can make a big difference.
No matter what problems you are facing, you
can still be assured in His love, wisdom, care,
power, and faithfulness. Think back on your
past experiences; how did the problems get
resolved? Can you see a way in which God
was present through it all?

Tuesday
Read Matthew 5:14.
H ow is God using the Bible, the power
of the Holy Spirit, and circumstances in
your life to help you reach out to your friends
and family for Christ? In what ways are you
feeling convicted to tell others about Jesus
and what He has done for you and what He
has promised to all who accept Him? How
can you be more willing to reach out to those
who don't yet know the Lord?
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Wednesday

s you read the passages listed in the

Punch Lines section of this week's les-
son, which verse strikes you as particularly
significant today? Why do you think this verse
is especially relevant to you? What circum-
stances are you facing that should cause you
to lean more on the Lord and less on self or,
in fact, anyone else?

W
N

G\is week's reading* )

The Great Controversy (or Love
Under Fire), chapters 13, 14.

*LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-

ThurSdaY troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
Read Matthew 25:35, 36. and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
H Ow can your personal circumstances http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191

and life experiences be opportunities /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books

for you to serve God and others? That is, #.URIhF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict

of the Ages Series each year.
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LESSON 8

two withesses

flash

“The suppression of the Scriptures during the period of papal supremacy was foretold
by the prophets; and the Revelator points also to the terrible results that were to accrue
especially to France from the domination of the ‘man of sin” (The Great Controversy,

D. 266).

IETO

h WHI

, TO' SE WHO

DREN bR

NoT OF NA

) CORNERSTONECONMECTIONS

AUGUST222026

()
(=]
-
=]
™
-
(7]
-
(=]
=
(4]
a
(=]
=
=]
(4]
a
-
(=]
=
(7]

w
w




Either/Or
Choose one of the positions given and explain why you think
the statement is true.
Which is worse, openly opposing the Bible because
you believe it is false or continually neglecting God's
Word even though you know it is true and life-giving?
Which position did you take? Explain.

did you
know?

have been those who have tried
to silence God's message of love.
But the Bible continues to speak
to us. In spite of the fact that
throughout history many have sought to defame
or flame the Bible out of existence,
God's Word has now been
translated into more than
438 different languages.
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punch lines

“This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19, NIV).

“The fool says in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt,
their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good” (Psalm
14:1, NIV).

“Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to
fear the Lord. Since they would not accept my advice
and spurned my rebuke, they will eat the fruit of their
ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes”
(Proverbs 1:29-31, NIV).

“For everything that was written in the past
was written to teach us, so that through the
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the
encouragement they provide we might have
hope” (Romans 15:4, NIV).

“The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the Lord blows on
them. Surely the people are grass. The
grass withers and the flowers fall, but
the word of our God endures forever”
(Isaiah 40:7, 8, NIV).

“The Old and the New Testa-

ment. Both are important testi-

monies to the origin and perpetu-

ity of the law of God. Both are wit-

nesses also to the plan of salvation.”
—eEllen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 267

“The written word, the law of God, will mea-
sure the character of every man.”—cien G. white,
The Great Controversy, p. 268
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connecting life

messages of the Old and New Testaments,
and some would even add the two groups
of people who testify in both eras (OT and
NT) about God and His plan of salvation.
Whom do you know who has a deep love
for the Old Testament in a way that comes
out of their life and their conversation? Think
of another witness, or someone you know,
who is a real fan of the New Testament. How
does their devotion to God's Word show up
in their lives?

Tuesday
Read Revelation 22:17-19.
R ead the quote from The Great Contro-
versy, which summarizes the effect of
ignoring or downplaying God's message
to people in Scripture. After reading the
chapter in The Great Controversy, how do you
see this kind of thinking and behavior show-
ing up in today's world? Even though God's
Word is spreading around the world, so is the
sentiment that there is no God and people
are on their own. What do you think is the
best way to show evidence of God's existence
to the world?
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Wednesday

s you read the passages listed in the

Punch Lines section of this week’s les-
son, which verse speaks most prominently
to you today? Think of stories in the Bible
that illustrate the sentiments in each verse.
Are there people in your life who either do
not believe in God or live as though God

were not real? Pray for them today that their GIIS Week's read|ng* \

hearts might be softened or quickened to be The Great Controversy (or Love
open to what God longs to do in their life Under Fire), chapter 15.

through His Word, as it says in Isaiah 50:4:
“The Lord God hath given me the tongue of *LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-

troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate

and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at

http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191

/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books

#.URIhF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading

plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict
@he Ages Series each year.

the learned, that I should know how to speak
aword in season to him that is weary” (KJV).
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lift upyourhead

(35 /text

flash

“The doctrine of the Second Advent is the very keynote of the Sacred Scriptures. From
the day when the first pair turned their sorrowing steps from Eden, the children of
faith have waited the coming of the Promised One to break the destroyer's power and
bring them again to the lost Paradise. Holy men of old looked forward to the advent
of the Messiah in glory, as the consummation of their hope” (The Great Controversy,

p. 299).
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Which do you think is the most powerful motivation for
being watchful for the second coming of Christ? Rank accord-
ing to the strongest emation you feel (1-strongest; 4-least
strong).
__ Fearof being lost
__ Guilt for past
__ Desire for sin to be over
__Longing to be with Jesus

Why did you answer this way? If you could
rank your motivation according to what you
think is the ideal, what would be first on your
list? Why?

did you
know?

usher in the reign of righ-
teousness has inspired the
most sublime and impassioned
utterances of the sacred writers.
The poets and prophets of the Bible have dwelt
upon it in words glowing with celestial fire”
(Ellen G. White, The Great Contro-
versy, p. 300).
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punch lines

“Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately,
saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your
coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3, NKJV).

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that
are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from
such turn away” (2 Timothy 3:1-5, KJV).

“Knowing this first, that there shall come
in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise
of his coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of the creation. . . .
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one
thing, that one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, and a thousand years

as one day” (2 Peter 3:3, 4, 8, KJV).

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and
every eye shall see him, and they also
which pierced him: and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of him.
Even so, Amen” (Revelation 1:7, KJV).

“Look, I am coming soon! My reward

is with me, and T will give to each person

according to what they have done. T am

the Alpha and the Omega, the First and

the Last, the Beginning and the End” (Rev-
elation 22:12, 13, NIV).

“The coming of the Lord has been in
all ages the hope of His true followers.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 302
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connecting life

which are coming on the earth, for the pow-
ers of the heavens will be shaken.” This text
seems to indicate that people will be aware
that something is going wrong on earth and
it will cause fear, but their fear will come
too late, for Christ will be coming at that
point. Knowing that something is wrong is not
enough. We must know Christ. When believ-
ers hear of the events that cause others to be
afraid, what should be their response?

Tuesday
R ead the quote from The Great Controversy
in the Flashlight section of this lesson
and reflect on the truth that the Second
Coming is the “keynote” theme of Scripture.
Reflect on what it would look like in our
churches if the second coming of Christ
were the “keynote theme of all church life.”
There is a saying that reads, “People can be
so heavenly minded that they are no earthly
good.” Does this saying apply to those who
long for the coming of Christ? Whom do
you know who lives with their feet firmly on
earth but with their hearts and eyes directed
toward heaven? What is their impact on
others?
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Wednesday
s you read the passages listed in the
Punch Lines section of this week's les-
son, which verse urges you to be ready?
Which verse causes you to worry about
friends who are lost? Why do you think this

verse is particularly relevant to you today? /- .
e e this week's reading® )

The Great Controversy,(or Love
Under Fire), chapters 16, 17.

Thursday

*LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-
R ?eter 3:15. troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
T alking to God and to others about the and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at

coming of the Lord heightens your http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
awareness and your anticipation of that day. /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
Every time you pray, take a few moments to #.URINF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict

of the Ages Series each year. j
\
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flash

“Like the great Reformation of the sixteenth century, the advent movement appeared
in different countries of Christendom at the same time. In both Europe and America
men of faith and prayer were led to the study of the prophecies, and, tracing down
the inspired record, they saw convincing evidence that the end of all things was at
hand. In different lands there were isolated bodies of Christians who, solely by the

study of the Scriptures, arrived at the belief that the Savior's advent was near” (The

Great Controversy, p. 357).
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Read the following definitions of “servanthood” and
“stewardship.” Then decide if you agree or disagree. Explain
why.

Servanthood is all about our heart toward God and
our attitude toward ministry. According to 1 Corin-
thians 13:1-3, using our spiritual gifts without love
accomplishes nothing. Authentic devation to serving,
honoring, and worshipping Christ is essential for
effective ministry.

Stewardship has to do with accountability.
Once we identify and grow in our under-
standing of our spiritual gifts, we must be
responsible in the way we use them. First
Corinthians 12:1 reminds us that it is our
duty to identify what our spiritual gifts are
because we will be held accountable for
how we use them (1 Peter 4:10; Matthew
25:14-30).

did you
know?

Did you know that each of
us has 100 trillion cells in our
body? And for each of those cells,
there is a DNA strand that holds
6 gigabytes of memory. So, each of us has
the potential to house 600 trillion gigabytes
of memory! Amazing! Also, DNA
molecules can combine in
an infinite number of ways.
The number is 10 to the
2,400,000,000th  power.
There is no one like you! God
D made you special.

You have a God-given
personal style and ministry pas-
sion. Understanding your unigue
gifts and style will enable you to thrive
in your relationship with God and in your

ministry.
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punch lines

“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down,

shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into

your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back”
(Luke 6:38, NLT).

"So since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excel-

lently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christ's

body, let's just go ahead and be what we were made to

be, without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves

with each other, or trying to be something we aren't”
(Romans 12:5, 6, The Message).

“Each of you should use whatever gift you
have received to serve others, as faithful stew-
ards of God's grace in its various forms” (1

Peter 4:10, NIV).

“You shaped me first inside, then out;
you formed me in my mother's womb"
(Psalm 139:13, The Message).

"“So take the bag of gold from him
and give it to the one who has ten bags.
For whoever has will be given more,
and they will have an abundance. Who-
ever does not have, even what they
have will be taken from them.” (Mat-
thew 25:28, 29, NIV).

“Men are instruments in the
hand of God, employed by Him to
accomplish His purposes of grace
and mercy. Each has his part to act.”
—eEllen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 343
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connecting life

with a trusted family member or teacher. Ask
him or her for feedback: Which ones that you
discovered do they see manifested in your life?
How might they see you using your gift in ser-
vice? What guidance might they have for you in
regard to the "next step”?

Monday

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-6.

R ead through the Key Text for this week. It
reveals a pattern to us:

Different gifts Same Spirit
Different service Same Lord
Different working Same God

What does this tell us about the Spirit? About
Jesus? About God?

Tuesday
Read 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.
ead this week's Flashlight quotation.
Ellen White tells us that Christians in
different countries, who had no contact with
each other, were coming to the same conclu-
sions about Christ's second coming. Why?
Because they were all studying the same
book—God's Word—and were being led by
the same Spirit.
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At different times, in different places, God
imparts the wisdom necessary for that situ-
ation. Discernment is one of the spiritual gifts
that God promises to give. Do some research
to determine what it means to have the spiri-
tual gift of discernment. How can that gift be
used to serve others?

G\is week's reading* )

The Great Controversy (or Love
Under Fire), chapters 18, 19, 20.

Wednesday *LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-
e s wEds B s, ThEme troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
R are several themes that you will find and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
) http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
thro“ghom these Scripture texts. Match the /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
text with the theme. #URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict
@he Ages Series each year.
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final warning!

flash

“In all my labors,’ said Miller, T never had the desire or thought to establish any sepa-
rate interest from that of existing denominations, or to benefit one at the expense of
another. I thought to benefit all. . . . My whole object was a desire to convert souls
to God, to notify the world of a coming judgment, and to induce my fellow men to
make that preparation of heart which will enable them to meet their God in peace”

(The Great Controversy, p. 375).
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Which of the following warnings are you MOST likely to
believe and do something about? Place a 1 by the warning you'd
most likely believe and so on until you get to the warning that
you're MOST likely to disregard.
__The government issues a terror alert telling every-
one to avoid using public transportation.
___ Officials at your school are advising all students
to get flu shots.
_ A friend tells you to get ready for Jesus'
soon return.
___Your mom encourages you to wear your
seat belt in the car.
_ Your math teacher warns all students
to study hard for the math final exam.
___ A bully at your school threatens to
hurt you after school.
__ Weather reports say that a hurricane
is headed your way.
___ A radio preacher warns people to
prepare for the end of the world in
May 2027.

did you
know?

ber 22, 1844, thousands of
people across the United
States gathered together await-
ing the second coming of Jesus
on that date? These believers, led
by the preaching of a Bap-
tist minister named William
Miller and close study of the
prophecies of Daniel and the
book of Revelation, placed
D their faith where everyone
could see it. They sold their
possessions, renounced the
world, and prepared to meet their
God. They were wrong on the date of
Jesus’ second coming, but their Spirit-led
love for the Second Coming helped birth the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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punch lines

“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect” (Matthew 24:44, NK)V).

“Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may
have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates
into the city” (Revelation 22:14, NKJV).

“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made
herself ready” (Revelation 19:7, NKJV).

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for
this is man’s all. For God will bring every work
into judgment, including every secret thing,
whether good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13,
14, NKJV).

“And we know that all things work

together for good to those who love God,

to those who are the called according to
His purpose” (Romans 8:28, NKJV).

“If God's professed peo-
ple would receive the light
as it shines upon them from
His Word, they would reach that
unity for which Christ prayed.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 379
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connecting olife

While the disciple John was imprisoned on the
Isle of Patmos, Jesus revealed to Him events
that would precede the end of the world and
His second coming. One of the messages
Jesus gave John is found in the second part of
this week's Scripture story.

What warning is Jesus sending in verse 8?

In the Bible, the word “Babylon” is used to
represent the world's system of sin, corrup-
tion, and confusion. According to Revelation
14:8, why is the world's system fallen?

Who do you think should warn the world of
God's judgment?

Will everyone accept God's warning? Why
not?

Tuesday
Read Mark 13:22.
ead this week's Flashlight quotation from
Ellen G. White. The words you just read
were spoken by William Miller, a Baptist min-
ister who in the mid-nineteenth century trav-
eled throughout the United States preaching
about the second coming of Jesus.
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Some of his followers set a date for Christ's
coming back then—October 22, 1844. Sadly,
they were wrong. Once the day passed, many
who were led to Christ returned to their lives,

rejecting the warning of God's impending /
judgment. h- k, d- *
this week's reading

What is the difference between someone The Great Controversy (or Love
like William Miller and the people spoken Under Fire), chapters 21, 22.

about by Jesus?

*LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-
troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict

of the Ages Series each year. j
\
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LESSON 12

flash

“In the typical service, when the high priest entered the Most Holy Place, all Israel
were required to gather about the sanctuary and in the most solemn manner humble
their souls before God, that they might receive the pardon of their sins and not be
cut off from the congregation. How much more essential in this antitypical Day of
Atonement that we understand the work of our High Priest and know what duties are

required of us” (The Great Controversy, pp. 430, 431).
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Consider the following scenario carefully before respond-
ing. Pretend that you were convicted of a very serious crime.
Your quilty verdict means that you are subject to the death
penalty, life imprisonment without parole, or some other
remedy open to the judge’s discretion. On the day of
sentencing, the judge asks your lawyer and the pros-
ecutor to join him in his chambers for a discussion
regarding the verdict.

Which of the following would you do while
awaiting the sentencing for your crime? Place
a checkmark below by the statement that best
describes what you would do.

_ Cry hysterically for your mother.

_ Pray earnestly for God to have
mercy on you and set you free.

_ Sitcalmly and wait for your lawyer
to return and give you an update.

__ Takeanap.

_ AskGod to forgive you.

did you
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system, sins were washed away by

the shedding of blood. A sinner would

bring an animal to the Temple, con-

fess his or her sin on the head of the
animal, the animal would then be killed, and
its blood taken by the priest and sprinkled on
the veil separating the holy place
from the Most Holy Place. In
doing this, the sinner’s sin
would be transferred to the
innocent animal, and then to
the sanctuary itself. Jesus was
D the animal—lamb—slain for
our sins.

Did you also know that in
some cases sins were transferred
to the priest himself? God commanded

that the priests eat some of the sacrificial
animals so that they would symbolically “bear the
guilt of the congregation” (Leviticus 10:17, NKJV).




punch lines

“Your way, O God, is in the sanctuary; who is so great a God as our God?”
(Psalm 77:13, NKJV).

“But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable

priesthood. Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost

those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to
make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:24, 25, NKJV).

“This shall be a statute forever for you: In the seventh
month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict
your souls, and do no work at all, whether a native of
your own country or a stranger who dwells among
you" (Leviticus 16:29, NKJV).

“Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who
died, and furthermore is also risen, who is
even at the right hand of God, who also
makes intercession for us” (Romans 8:34,
NKJV).

“For in Him dwells all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily; and you are complete
in Him, who is the head of all principal-
ity and power” (Colossians 2:9, 10,
NKJV).

“It is those who by faith
follow]esusinthegreatwork of

the atonement who receive the
benefits of His mediation in their
behalf.” —tilen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 430
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connecting life

imagine the sounds that were heard around
the Temple? Can you picture the sight of
priests with blood spots on their clothing?

Once a year the high priest would petition
God on behalf of the nation to clear all sins
away from the sanctuary. From our reading
today, we can now understand what Daniel
is talking about in this week's Key Text. But
there’s one catch to Daniel's prophecy. The
Temple that Daniel wrote about was lying
in ruins at the time, so his prophecy pointed
forward to a time when God would cleanse
another. Based on this week's Scripture
story, where is this sanctuary located?

This work of cleansing is currently going
on. What should we be doing while Jesus
is revealing to heavenly intelligences those
deemed worthy through Christ to be saved?

Tuesday
Read Matthew 22:1-14.
his week's Hashlight quotation is a very
serious one. Read it carefully. Do you
understand what it is saying?
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Why was the king upset with the guest who
came dressed in the wrong clothes?

[¢)]
N

The king had provided proper attire for the
guests, but this guy chose to wear what
he wanted to wear. When you go before a
king, you don't always get to do what you
want to do.

During the Day of Atonement, the people of
God had to be sure that they were “dressed”
to meet their king; they had to have on the
wedding garment of righteousness provided / . ’ . * \
by God. They couldn't just wear whatever they thls week S readlng

wanted to wear. Are you ready for your big The Great Controversy (or Love
moment? What will you wear? Under Fire), chapters 23, 24.

*LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-

WEdHESday troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
Read Psa}m 77:13. ) and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
hich of the Punch Lines catches your http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
attention? Take a closer look at Psalm /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
#.URINF1rBOYs. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict

of the Ages Series each year. j
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flash

"It was to keep this truth ever before the minds of men, that God instituted the Sab-
bath in Eden; and so long as the fact that He is our Creator continues to be a reason
why we should worship Him, so long the Sabbath will continue as its sign and memo-
rial. Had the Sabbath been universally kept, man’s thoughts and affections would
have been led to the Creator as the object of reverence and worship, and there would

never have been an idolater, an atheist, or an infidel” (The Great Controversy, p. 438).
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Write down the top seven reasons that you think people
use to justify not keeping the Sabbath. Then, in your personal

notebook jot down some of the main reasons you love the
Sabbath.

No U keWwN =

did you
know?

chism states that the
Bible never does away
with the Sabbath and
that, in fact, the Catho-
lic Church itself changed the day from
Saturday to Sunday in honor of Christ's
resurrection.
“You may read the Bible from Gen-
esis to Revelation, and you will not find a
single line authorizing the sanctification of
Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the religious
observance of Saturday, a day which we never
sanctified,” says James Cardinal Gibbons (The
Faith of Our Fathers, 1917 edition, pp.
72, 73). He is also quoted as
saying, “The Catholic Church .
.. byvirtue of her divine mis-
sion, changed the day from
Saturday to Sunday” (The
D Catholic Mirror, official organ
of Cardinal Gibbons, Sept. 23,
1893).
No power has been given any
church to modify the law of God (see
Matthew 5:18).




punch lines

“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15, KJV).

“For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one
point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10, KJV).

“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is

dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when

he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou

how faith wrought with his works, and by works was

faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled

which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was

imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was

called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by

works a man is justified, and not by faith only”
(James 2:20-24, KJV).

“Beware lest any man spoil you through
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradi-
tion of men, after the rudiments of the

world, and not after Christ” (Colossians
2:8, KJV).

“The confession of faith made
by saints and martyrs was
recorded for the benefit of suc-
ceeding generations.”—Eilen G. White,
The Great Controversy, p. 459

“We should choose the right because it
is right, and leave consequences with God.”
—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 460
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connecting life

Read Matthew 12:10-12, Mark 3:1-6, and
John 9:13-16. Notice that Jesus observed
the Sabbath. It was His custom to go to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, just as we
might go to church on Sabbath. If Jesus was
planning to change the Sabbath day, why
then did He keep it during His lifetime? What
does Luke 4:16 tell you about how special the
Sabbath was to Jesus?

Tuesday

Read Genesis 2:1-3.

Read the Flashlight quotation. According
to Ellen G. White, what impact does

keeping the Sabbath have on those who

observe it? Why is this the case?

What did God do after He finished six days
of “work"?

Every time we come aside to rest, we honor
God as our Creator and Sustainer. According
to Romans 1:18-23, what happens to people
who reject the laws of God, who remove God
from their lives?
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Wednesday
Read John 14:15.
ead through the Punch Lines. Why is God
linking obedience with love? How does
one prove their love to another person? Do
they prove it by doing what they think will

make the other person feel loved, or do they
pay close attention to what pleases the other
person and then do that?

G\is week's reading*

The Great Controversy (or Love
Under Fire), chapters 25, 26.

*LoveUnderFireisaspecial adaptation of The Great Con-
troversy, created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate
and Pacific Press. Get more information about it at
God's law was so unbreakable that Jesus had http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net/article/191
to die to meet its demands. Yet, this “keep- /about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companion-books
ing" the law through death was motivated by #URIhF1rB09s. By following the weekly reading
plan, you will read at least one book of the Conflict
of the Ages Series each year.
N




